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Human security presumes freedom from want and from fear, as well as access to and control
of resources and opportunities. The basic elements of human security include survival, safety,
opportunity, dignity, agency and autonomy. These preconditions for human security are
essential in reducing vulnerability to HIV infection and its impact. However, gender differences
and inequalities affect the extent to which men and women, boys and girls are able to enjoy
these basic security needs. Those most deprived of these needs are themselves most highly
vulnerable to HIV infection and most disadvantaged in coping with its impact. This document
discusses gender-related inequalities that threaten human security and add to HIV vulnerability
and outlines principles and opportunities for action.
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